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A religious magazine, devoted to the cause 
of Christ and published for the dissemina- 
tion of Bible truth alone, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 
@ Bring peace and stability to your life 


PUBLISHED by the Megiddo Mission Church, 
481 Thurston Road, Rochester 19, N. Y. 


@ SUBSCRIPTION RATES: One year, $1.00; 
six months, 50 cents; single copies, five cents. 
Make checks or Money Orders for all liter- 
ature payable to the Megiddo Mission 
Church. 


@ Please notify promptly of any change 
of address. 


Entered as second-class matter, October 15, 
1920, at the Post Office at Rochester N. Y., 
under Act of March 3, 1879. 


“If thou criest after knowledge, and 
liftest up thy voice for understanding; 
if thou seekest her as silver, and search- 
est for her as for hid treasures; then 
shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God.” 

—Proverbs 2: 3—5. 


Instructive Booklets 


Each booklet is a complete subject of 
itself. They make the Bible understandable 
and interesting to study. 


HISTORY or rut MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS anp ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


THE SABBATH 
TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies .20 
History 40 
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1956 Edition 
GOD’S SPIRITUAL CREATION 
JUST OFF THE PRESS 


The pages of this booklet unfold the sig- 
nificance of the Creation Allegory of the 
first three chapters of Genesis. These chap- 
ters, taken literally, have long been a stum- 
bling block to the clergy, a puzzle to the 
laity, and an object of scorn and ridicule to 
the scientist and critic. This booklet shows 
that instead of relating the work of the 
natural creation these chapters outline the 
moral development and ultimate salvation 
of the true Church. 

This work is the result of years of study 
by the Rev. L. T. Nichols, founder of the 
Megiddo Mission, and the whole is based 
on his discourses on Genesis which com- 
prised 48 lectures. 


80 pages, size 6 by 9 inches. 


Price each 20 cents postpaid. 





Coming! 


Special Issue—March 31, 1956 


The next issue of THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will be a combination of two 
issues. This is being done in connec- 
tion with our observance of True 
Christmas and New Year’s Day on 
April 12, and Easter on April 26. 

Watch for Events of Jesus’ Last 
Week as narrated by the Apostle 
John. .. .Learn of the latter-day sig- 
nificance of the much-publicized Isaiah. 
Scroll. . . . Read about A New Dis- 
covery Abroad. Contents will also in- 
clude A Home Christmas Service, pre- 
pared for you. . . . Evidence that 
Christ was Born Abib 1st, ... plus 
inspirational articles, informative de- 
partments, ...a feature for children, 
and more. 


Full-color cover. Colorful throughout. 











DANIEL 


Forty-six pages, illustrated. A story for 
youthful minds, related in an appealing 
and inspirational manner. Price .25 


The Story of JOSEPH 


Eighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 
to young and old. Price 40 


Bible Story Color Book 


Thirty-two delightful short stories of 
favorite Bible characters, with illustrating 
pictures to color, Size 8% by 11 inches. 
Instructive, entertaining. Price 50 


Letters 





Mecmwpo Messace—Amazingly 
Instructive 
Dear Christian Friends in the North: 
Your Mecippo MESSAGE is excitingly in- 
teresting, for it tackles certain questions 
which other theologians simply fear to 
touch. Your paper is amazingly instructive. 
Morretes-Parana, Brazil 
A. W. & Family 


Lukewarm Water versus Boiling Water 
Dear Brother: 

Thank you for your instructive letter- 
of-the-month, in which you gave a defini- 
tion of the word “Laodicean.” Lukewarm 
water in the natural can be used for many 
things, but if we want to sterilize some- 
thing, then the water must be boiling hot. 
Lukewarm water won’t do the job. So it 
is in the spiritual: We must be boiling over 
with good deeds and not words only, if we 
are to be purified within. What we profess 
must come from the heart and not simply 
from the lips, as Jesus told the scribes and 
Pharisees who made clean the outside of 
the cup and platter, but within were full of 
extortion and excess. 


Morrisville, N. Y. F. G. 


Christian Accomplishment—and 
Vigilance 
Dear Sister: 

In the Christian’s life a steady daily rise, 
regardless of inward and outward condi- 
tions, shows the kind of progress over which 
the heavens rejoice. But not only in the 
heavens is there joy, for we here on earth 
feel the gladness of pleasing the One above. 
What greater satisfaction is there! 

Our enthusiasm acts as a great magnet 
in drawing us to accomplish our under- 
takings. However, it is not impossible for 
enthusiasm to wane off. Therefore we must 
watch. 

Watch we must against the surrounding 
conditions that tend to pull us down. The 
world is full of cunning drawbacks—gran- 
deur, money, pleasures—which satisfy the 
soul for a season. Relax we cannot, but 
guard against such conditions. In the twink- 
ling of a moment, an easier way out of a 
testing circumstance can be by a slip of a 
lie, laugh or thought. There is also the eye 
to keep from looking on immorality; the 
ear to shut from hearing unedifying words; 
and the tongue to bridle. 


South Amboy, N. J. Ss. L. W. 


Simplicity Appreciated 
Dear Brethren: 

I am quite enjoying the studies of Your 
Questions Answered which I think are very 
helpful to many because of the simple way 
in which they are treated. 


Netherton, England J. M. 
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THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM 


“I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” —Matthew 16: 18, 19. 


HE Roman Catholic Church rests its authority upon 
T this text. Their position is clearly stated in a foot- 
note in the Douay Version, which follows: 

“As St. Peter, by divine revelation, here made a sol- 
emn profession of his faith of the divinity of Christ; so 
in recompense of this faith and profession, our Lord here 
declares to him the dignity to which he is pleased to 
raise him: viz., that he, to whom he had already given the 
name of Peter, signifying a rock, should be a rock indeed, 
of invincible strength, for the support of the building of 
the Church; in which building he should be, next to 
Christ himself, the chief foundation stone, in quality of 
chief pastor, ruler, and governor; and should have ac- 
cordingly all fullness of ecclesiastical power, signified by 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven,” 

The Apostle Peter is considered their first pope; and 
from him each of a number approaching 300 succeeding 
popes has inherited authority. 

As chief guardian of the faith, the Pope is empowered 
to define all that Christ ordered, and to point out and 
condemn all errors regarding revelation. In this teaching 
the Pope is deemed infallible. The Pope possesses the 
fullest power to make for the entire Church all laws nec- 
essary for the spiritual welfare of souls. He is supreme 
in spiritual government. 

But, notwithstanding years of occupation or present 
wide acceptance, there has been from the very beginning 
in the title of papal authority— 


A SERIOUS FLAW 


What Jesus said to Peter was, “. . . thou art Peter 
[Greek Petros] and upon this rock [Greek Petra] I will 
build my church.” “Peter” is translated from petros, 
meaning “a splinter of rock,” while “rock” is translated 
from petra, meaning “a huge ledge or shelf of rock.” 

But it is not now even necessary to go to the original 
Greek to affirm this fact, for three of our modern trans- 
lators make mention of it. 

In a footnote in Dr. Moffatt’s translation, he says: 
“English fails to bring out the play on the Greek word 
for ‘rock.’ ” 

The Revised Standard Version also in footnotes dis- 
tinguishes Petros from Petra. 

And Weymouth’s translation has this to say: “Peter. 
[Rock] In the Greek ‘petros’ and ‘petra.’ In Classical 
Greek these signify ‘stone’ and ‘rock’ respectively.” 

Liddell and Scott’s Greek Lexicon gives the very 
words used by our Lord. First, “Petra: A rock, such as 
stands out in the sea or on the beach, a ledge or shelf of 
rock .. . not loose stones, but masses of living rock .. . 


masses of rock are meant. There is no example in good 
authors of Petra, in the sense of Petros, a stone.” “Pet- 
ros” is there defined as follows: “A piece of rock, a stone, 
and thus distinguished from Petra.” 

Jesus said to Peter, Thou art a splinter of rock, a stone, 
but upon the huge ledge of rock I will build my church. 
As one of His Apostles, chosen to carry on the work of 
the Kingdom, he was to be a stone—of which there would 
be many—in the foundation. 

That Peter was at that time indeed only a rough, un- 
polished stone in need of much preparation, chiseling and 
fitting, is indicated a few texts later when Jesus reproved 
him, saying, “Get thee behind me, Satan.” He was still 
an opposer in a given respect. 

And what is the rock, the huge ledge, upon which the 
church of Christ is to be built? 

In Eph. 2: 19—22 Paul says, “Now therefore ye are 
no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens 
with the saints, and of the household of God; and are 
built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; in 
whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto 
a holy temple in the Lord.” 

Peter, though at the beginning over-impulsive by na- 
ture and lacking in courage, did in time conquer these 
faults; and the words of his Epistles, written later in 
life, do form a splinter of the great Rock of Truth, the 
Holy Scriptures, which are, as the Apostle Paul said, the 
foundation and authority of the church, or bride of 
Christ, against which the gates of hell (hades—grave) 
shall not prevail. 

But nowhere in the Scriptures is the bride, or any 
member of that bride, given the degree of authority 
which papacy has assumed to itself. Rather, the bride 
is at all times expressly required to be in subjection to 
Christ, the one Husband. 


WHAT ARE THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM 
WHICH JESUS GAVE TO PETER? 


In Luke 11:52 Jesus said, “Woe unto you, lawyers! 
for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered 
not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye 
hindered.” 

By their apostasy, those who set themselves up as 
expounders of God’s Law had taken away the key. 

For one thing, they had refused to accept Christ, who 
had come into their midst as a humble man, working out 
His own salvation, learning obedience by the things 
which He suffered. Their desire for a Saviour to come 
in regal power and relieve them of the Roman yoke and 
restore the temporal kingdom to Israel had misled them 
into the belief that Christ was to come as King at His 
first coming. In short, they had confused His work at 
His first coming with what He was to accomplish at His 
second. 

Then again, Jesus’ disregard for the formalities of the 
worn-out Mosaic Law, and His emphasis upon purity of 
character as the way to eternal life, aroused the animos- 
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ity of the scribes and Pharisees. Jesus taught as God had 
commanded Abraham: “Walk before me, and be thou 
perfect” (Gen. 17:1). This is the key to life, and they 
refused to use it or allow others to use it. Repeatedly, in 
Matthew 23, Jesus cried against the Pharisees with 
scathing utterances for their hypocrisy and self-conceit. 
They devoured widow’s houses, and for a pretense made 
long prayers; they paid tithe of mint, anise, and cum- 
min, but omitted the weightier matters of the law, judg- 
ment, mercy, and faith. They were like whited sepulchers, 
like a cup and a platter clean on the outside, but within 
full of extortion and excess. They had taken away the 
key of the Kingdom. 

The Word of God has much to say on the importance 
of wisdom or knowledge as the key to endless life. The 
Wise Man in Prov. 4:7 lists wisdom as the “principal 
thing,” and in v. 10 links it with life: “Hear, O my son, 
and receive my sayings: and the years of thy life shall be 
many.” In Proverbs 3: 13—18, he designates God’s wis- 
dom or knowledge as the key to wealth, honor, happi- 
ness, and an endless existence. “She is a tree of life to 
them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that 
retaineth her.” 

In Ecclesiastes 7, the “Preacher” speaks warmly of 
the benefits of God’s superior wisdom. “Wisdom is good 
with an inheritance :’—or, “as good as an inheritance, 
yea, better too” (margin)—‘“and by it there is profit to 
them that see the sun” (v. 11). An inheritance may bring 
stability and security to one’s life, but cannot extend it; 
hence the wisdom of God is much better. It can bring life 
that will endure. “For wisdom is a defense, and money is 
a defense: but the excellency of knowledge is, that wis- 
dom giveth life to them that have it” (v. 12). 

Peter himself says, “Grace and peace be multiplied 
unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our 
Lord, according as his divine power hath given unto us 
all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and 
virtue: whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that 
is in the world through lust” (II Peter 1: 2—4). 

The Jewish nation had apostatized. The lawyers had 
taken away the key of knowledge, the means of entrance 
to God’s future Kingdom. Christ’s ministry set in motion 
a reformation. Jesus came to give back that key to all 
who would accept it. He came showing mankind the way 
of salvation. 

Peter had acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ. 
Jesus assured him that he was right, and that he had ob- 
tained that wisdom from the proper Source (Matt. 16: 
13—17). He told Peter further that if he would use that 
key He was giving him, it would obtain for him an en- 
trance into the Kingdom of Heaven. “And J will give unto 
thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” 

Then Jesus added, “Whatever you prohibit on earth 
will be prohibited in heaven, and whatever you permit on 
earth will be permitted in heaven” (Matt. 16:19, Mof- 
fatt). Whatsoever is permitted in the church of Christ 
where Truth is governing, will be permitted in the world 
to come. The same close fellowship and Christian love 
which is known here, will prevail throughout eternity. 
On the contrary, anything which is condemned as wrong 
here will likewise be condemned there. In other words, 


the same high standard of holiness which is maintained 
in the true Church will be retained in the world to come. 

Why did Jesus speak of keys in the plural? The wis- 
dom of God’s Truth is a collective term; it incorporates 
many commands and specifications, all of which are nec- 
essary to open the way for an entrance into the Kingdom. 
For example, James says (2:10, 11), “For whosoever 
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he 
is guilty of all. For he that said, Do not commit adultery, 
said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, 
yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.” 


“AND THE KEY OF THE HOUSE OF DAVID 
WILL I LAY UPON HIS SHOULDER” 


In Isaiah 22 we read more about this same key. This 
historic sketch is drawn from events that took place dur- 
ing the reign of Hezekiah, king of Judah. Isaiah relates 
that Eliakim, the son of Hilkiah, was to replace Shebna, 
Hezekiah’s treasurer. The Lord removed Shebna because 
of his wickedness, tossing him as a “ball into a large 
country” where he should die (v. 18). 

Then Isaiah continues: “And it shall come to pass in 
that day, that I will call my servant Eliakim the son of 
Hilkiah: and I will clothe him with thy robe, and strength- 
en him with thy girdle, and I will commit thy govern- 
ment into his hand: and he shall be a father to the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, and to the house of Judah. And 
the key of the house of David will I lay upon his shoulder ; 
so he shal] open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, 
and none shall open” (vs. 20—23). 

The definition of the name “Eliakim” is: “Those whom 
God will set up.” The meaning of “Hilkiah” is, “partic- 
ularly appropriated to God.” The Prophet is here teach- 
ing that the future government of the world is to be 
committed into the hands of Christ, the Son of God. He 
is the Eliakim, together with His bride. “He shall open, 
and none shall shut; and he shall shut, and none shall 
open.” 

There is a wonderful similarity between this passage 
and Rev. 3:7, “. . . These things saith he that is holy, 
he that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that 
openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man 
openeth.” 

For such as have faithfully used that key to shut out 
all that is low, vile, and evil, and to open to all that is 
lovély, pure and holy, Christ will open up the gates of 
life eternal. We read in Matt. 25: 31—34, 41, “When the 
Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy an- 
gels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
glory: and before him shall be gathered all nations: and 
he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his sheep from the goats: and he shall set the 
sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left. Then 
shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world... . Then shall 
he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, 
ye cursed.” 

Christ, as Judge, will hold the key to endless life. His 
decision will be final. To those of whom He speaks the de- 
lightsome words: “Come, ye blessed of my Father, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world,” the gate to eternal life will be open and 

(Continued on page 9) 








HEN an individual is successful in any great under- 
taking, his advice is eagerly sought by aspirants 
to the same goal. 

So what was it, Brother Paul, of which you were per- 
suaded after some thirty years as a Christian pioneer 
in the Gentile forests of paganism? 

(We find his answer in a letter written from Corinth 
many years ago to the Church at Rome. Yet so fresh 
and applicable are his words that the ink seems barely 
dry. They were no mere babes in Christ, those Roman 
brethren, to draw from Paul so great a letter; and we 
are thankful! But listen!) 

“I am persuaded,” writes the greatest of the Apostles, 
“that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principali- 
ties, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8: 38, 39). 

Oh, to be so fully persuaded! What mountain of self 
or sin could stand before such a conviction? There is 
much more to his words than that which first meets the 
eye. 


“neither death... 


Christians of the first century faced death every hour 
of their life. Persecution raged. With the pagan world at 
its zenith, and with Jewry grown corrupt and fanatical, 
intent upon extinguishing the last spark of the “Chris- 
tian heresy,” living the Christ-life was dangerous in- 
deed! It exposed them to all the fury of the temple priest- 
hood who, backed by an incensed mob, took far more 
pleasure in a dead Christian than a live heretic. 

Few men will remain steadfast under torture, pain, 
or threat of death. But the prospect of martyrdom— 
painful, horrible, excruciating—could not separate Paul 
from the love of God. 


“nor life... 

Paul, as a man of superior ability and possessing a 
dynamic personality, might have held the world at his 
feet. All the fame, glory, and applause that men would 
have delighted to lavish upon him, might have been his 
for the taking. But, “I am persuaded,” said he, “that the 
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best that this world can offer is not the hundredth part 
of a feather’s weight by comparison to the far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory which I seek.” So 
calculating, he spurned things which lesser men would 
have given their right arm to secure. Life in its most at- 
tractive guise could not entice. The earthly could not 
separate from the heavenly. 


“norangels... 


Paul’s next persuasion was concerning angels, not 
those glorious immortal beings who inhabit eternity, but 
men and women who did not walk worthy of their noble 
calling and fell from their high estate. Paul encountered 
these angels—‘false brethren’—in the form of such 
personalities as Alexander the coppersmith who did him 
much evil by greatly withstanding his words. Paul was 
persuaded that even they were powerless to do him any 
eternal harm. 


“nor principalities, nor powers... 


No prince of this world nor the whole Roman army 
could close the pearly gates to Paul. Here was a man 
who looked forward to a brilliant career among his 
Jewish countrymen, until his conversion on the Damas- 
can Way; whereupon immediately he went in the op- 
posite direction, this time seeking a more glorious future 
as Christ’s special ambassador among the Gentiles. In 
his new career he stood before kings, emperors, rulers, 
and high priests. However, neither their favor nor their 
fury could make him swerve from his purpose, because 
he was persuaded that no eternal help or hindrance lay 
in their hands. 


“nor things present... 

This next persuasion of Paul’s is the acid test. “Things 
present” cannot separate from the love of God if our 
faith in the future is strong and abiding. The trouble 
lies in the fact that our faith is weak, and we feel we 
must grasp every fleeting pleasure that we may satisfy 
our flesh while we still have opportunity. Many are not 
willing to work and wait until God in His good time 
opens the windows of heaven and pours down everlasting 
blessings. They cannot wait for the fruit to ripen, but in- 
sist upon plucking it while it is still green; thus they get 
only what this short life offers. 

But Paul could wait, and not be tired with the waiting. 


“nor things to come... 

What a remarkable persuasion to entertain! Here lies 
a magnificent statement of the great Apostle’s implicit 
trust in the Heavenly Father. In absolute confidence he 
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declared that nothing which the future might hold could 
separate him from the love of God. 

The future is impenetrable to mortal vision. For this 
reason many fret away their whole existence, plagued 
with fear, harassed by apprehension of what tomorrow 
may hold. 

But Paul expended no energy in such purposeless ex- 
travagance. Instead, he concentrated upon whole-souled 
living from day to day. And, so living, his future was 
robbed of its terrors. In fullest assurance he said, “We 
know that all things work together for good to them 
that love God, to them who are the called according to 
his purpose” (Rom. 8: 28). As the conscientious student 
who is doing his best work from day to day has no fear 
of examinations, so Paul feared neither the morrow nor 
the Judgment. “Perfect love casteth out fear.” 

Paul mentioned “things present” and “things to come”; 

but notice, he did not mention things past. For him old 
things had passed away and all things had become new. 
If we live today as we should, we need not fear the mor- 
row nor the past. 
‘ Though he called himself the least of the Apostles be- 
cause he had persecuted the Church, Paul had in reality 
become the last word of authority in the Church. He 
spoke with authority but with no trace of arrogance. We 
can see, then, how he could have the next persuasion. 


“nor height... 

How often we have seen people become dizzy with a 
little authority and lose their balance. 

Everyone has some little niche where he is the author- 
ity, though in lesser measure than the great Apostle. 
Nevertheless, in some small sphere, perhaps some ob- 
scure corner, our decision is the last word. Yours is. 
Mine is. We can assume this “height” of authority with 
grace that will not separate from the love of God if, like 
the Apostle Paul, we divest ourselves of all arrogance; 
and nurture continually that low, sweet root of humility 
which grows in the soil of a modest heart. 

The “heights” hold their special dangers. Beware! 


“nor depth... 


Paul passed through many things that would have sunk 
an ordinary man in the depths of despair and depres- 
sion, or sent him into the depths of sin and vice. “Depth” 
could have separated Paul, but he would not let it. He 
said that he knew how to be exalted and how to be abased. 
He was put in the inner prison, but he rose above it, 
even to the singing of praises to God at midnight. He 
was stoned, but walked back into the city. He went on 
board a ship as prisoner; before he left it, he was virtu- 
ally its captain. During the thousands of miles he trav- 
eled, we do not hear him once mention the rainy days, 
and freezing nights which must often have been his por- 
tion. “Persecuted,” he said, “but not forsaken; cast down, 
but not destroyed.” No depth of circumstance into which 
fate might choose to plunge him could separate Paul 
from the love of Christ. His was indeed an unquenchable 
spirit. 

This brings to mind a young man who had endured un- 
told tortures of mind and body in a prison camp. He said 
he found that the body could stand only so much but that 


the spirit could stand anything. If a person is plenteously 
provided for from within, he needs little from without. 
If your happiness depends on what you have, you never 
know how long it will last, nor how soon it will end. If it 
depends on what you are, nothing can touch it. 


“nor any other creature... 

Paul’s last persuasion covers everything that could 
possibly come in to separate. He was persuaded that no 
gods would come newly up, no idols would be erected now 
after passing through so much. Nothing, nothing in the 
whole wide world, nor in that vaster universe of the mind 
with its endless labyrinthal passages 


“shall be able to separate us from the love 
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


Paul followed Christ, and Christ did only those things 
which pleased His Father. The deeds of these great men 
make a golden chain reaching even to the goal which we 
seek. And if we follow their example, nothing will sepa- 
rate us from the love of God which is the keeping of His 
commandments. 

Of this, ] am persuaded. 





CONQUEROR OR CONQUERED? 


TAMER of wild beasts in London had a boa con- 
strictor, which he had cared for from the time it 
was little until it had grown to an enormous size. 

At the close of one of his exhibitions, the serpent, at a 
word of command from the trainer, glided forward on 
the stage and encircled him, fold after fold, until at length 
the man was hidden from sight and the horrible head of 
the monster waved aloft in the air. The audience began 
to cheer wildly. Then, suddenly they were still with hor- 
ror. A scream of agony had come from the center of that 
serpent mass. As all listened appalled, they heard the 
bones of the tamer crack, one after another: and all was 
still! 

The serpent had become the master. He had been 
trusted once too often. 

As we hear this brief but tragic story, perhaps our im- 
pulse is to dismiss it with a shudder, and the comment 
that it is no more than one could expect who would be so 
foolish as to engage in such an enterprise. To play with 
so hideous and powerful a monster is to play with death! 
Acquainted as this man was with the strength that hor- 
rible creature possessed, he must have been vain indeed 
to expect that he would escape injury! 

Yes, that tragedy could have been avoided. 

But what of ourselves? All serpents, yes, the most 
deadly serpents, are not literal. And many times we, too, 
have set ourselves to be a tamer, rather than an exter- 
minator of the deadly vipers of sin. But there is no tam- 
ing of sin. God says, “He that pursueth evil pursueth it 
to his own death.” 

Little sins, timid and pleading to live—how often have 
we failed to look upon them as the menace to ourselves 
and to humankind that they are! So we have tolerated 
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them, spared them, even meditated upon how they might 
serve our carnal purposes. A little pride, a little anger, 
a little self-indulgence, a little giddy and foolish pleasure 
—these are small boa constrictors that, unless stamped 
out, will one day be our death! Each day, each year that 
we spare them they grow more deadly. Once we could 
command, “Get thee behind me, Satan!” But a sin that 
has lingered and grown powerful no longer heeds our 
voice. It assumes the mastery; we become the helpless 
victim. 

Sad the day when a serpent comes into our lives and 
we allow it to linger! An injustice, fancied or real, may 
have been done us. The serpent, bitterness, creeps in; 
we nurse it; we pet it; we hope to find in it a solace for 
our feelings. But it saps the joy from our life, and in the 
end crushes us to death. Never allow bitterness to linger! 

Then there are those deadly serpents of jealousy and 
envy, little serpents that we may have adopted at a time 
when someone accomplished a task better than we, or 
when a comrade was preferred above us. These are ser- 
pents which will grow rapidly if not crushed at the onset. 
Oh, how soon they become our master! 

Someone speaks highly of us. The serpent, pride, rears 
its ugly head, and we feed it; we nurture it. As a result, 
humility is forced from our lives. The serpent becomes 
the conqueror; we, the conquered. 

An evil imagination is encouraged, an impure thought 
harbored, an unholy ambition given free rein, and a ser- 
pent enters our life. That is the moment when we ought 
to consider whether or not we wish to be a triumphant 
conqueror or be shamefully conquered. 

How subtle is the serpent sin! We may think we can 
indulge our desires, covering our motives so well that 
those about us will never suspect what lies behind our 
well-guarded actions. But we are in the greatest danger 
when we hide away from the eyes of those about us the 
serpents that we are harboring. As that serpent winds it- 
self about us, crushing out the breath of life, we will cry, 
“Would God that someone had persuaded me to stamp 
out this enemy long ago!” 

In that auspicious Day of Christ’s coming, all who have 
promised to serve God alone will be gathered before 
Him. Can words describe the joy of those who did not 
linger by the way to see how much pleasure they could 
extract from sin, those to whom every moment meant a 
fresh chance to crush the serpent? Oh, the ecstatic joy 
if on our ears fall the sweet words of the Master, “Well 
done; come and share my Kingdom with me”! What 
peace will flow through our being! What joy, because we 
have escaped the serpent, put it to death ere it became 
our conqueror! 





We must learn to push forward without elbowing 
others aside. If we could get along only by tramping on 
the weaker, it would be too high a price for advancement. 
The one who wins the truest success is never in such a 
hurry to reach his goal that he cannot hold out a helping 
hand to those whose steps are faltering. We talk so much 
about getting ahead. We should desire to get ahead of 
no one but ourselves. By repeated correction of desires, 
and by the cultivation of always more intelligent and 
more noble purposes, we lift ourselves above our lower 
nature. 


ON THE WINNING SIDE 


ROM the beginning it was the purpose of the Al- 

mighty to choose from earth’s teeming millions men 
and women who would fit themselves for the work of 
carrying out His plan for this earth as outlined in the 
Scriptures. 

In presenting His proposition, God has given us the 
choice of living our natural life in any way we please, 
serving the flesh to the fullest extent, with the reward 
of eternal death as the sad finale; or living to serve Him 
by crucifying the flesh with its every affection and lust, 
thereby gaining for ourselves an eternal existence. 

We have entered a contest, so to speak, in which two 
opposing forces are striving for mastery over each other, 
and it all rests with us which of these forces will win. 
Naturally the flesh is strong, very strong, and will pre- 
vail if a sure and decided action by the opposite side is 
not brought to bear. We cannot consider this struggle 
as being only a trivial affair, and think that we can rest 
at ease and let nature take its course; for if this is our 
attitude, we shall awake some morning to find the con- 
test over, and we the losers. 

To be a WINNER in the true sense of the word means 
we must be a worker, a full-time worker, with no time 
out to do the things we naturally would like to do. The 
rules of the contest call for continual service, willingly 
offered. If we work along with God, always keeping up 
our end of the yoke, never pulling back, but continually 
pushing ahead, we shall find the task to be much easier 
than we expected, and the burden light, as Jesus said it 
would be. 

Let us remember that when we are working on God’s 
side, we are on the side of all that is good and true and 
pure, on the side of Truth; and if we continue to work 
with Him until the end, we shall be on the winning side 
when each contestant stands at the bar of Judgment to 
hear the sentence given, either for or against him. 

If we would win in this contest we must expect to en- 
dure hardness and make many sacrifices. The road we 
travel will at times seem long, and hard, and steep; but 
it is the only way to life and certain victory. 

When we are oppressed with burdens which seem to 
overwhelm us, when the way before us is dark and dif- 
ficult to tread, we turn for encouragement to those whose 
sufferings have made them great, whose trials and af- 
flictions have made them good in God’s sight. 

These characters, the examples of which we find re- 
corded in Holy Writ, willingly gave up their own ways 
and thoughts, and in some cases even sacrificed their nat- 
ural life to be on the Lord’s side and ultimately become 
victors over death and the grave. 

They did not consider their duty to God a burden, a 
load placed upon their shoulders which was too heavy 
to bear. We know of many instances where those under 
trial, suffering persecution of the severest nature, praised 
God and rejoiced, some even with their feet fast in the 
stocks in prison cell. These men realized that to be on 
the Lord’s side at all costs, with His protecting hand over 
them and a bright future before them, was far better 
than to be on the world’s side, to enjoy the things of the 
present, and in the end die eternally. 

We, in this day and age, do not have to endure such 
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severe trials as did those in the heat of the day. We have 
a much easier path to tread; yet we do have a sacrifice to 
make. We must render our bodies a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable unto God, which is our reasonable service. 

Life would be very dull, aimless and unprofitable to 
us if we made no sacrifices; we would have no conflict, 
and could secure no victories. The value of our most 
prized possessions often stems from the strenuous en- 
deavor expended to acquire them. They would have little 
value had they been made ours without effort. A great 
part of the satisfaction which we find in duty often comes 
from the sacrifice which it costs. Our true gain is never 
fully ours until we give up all. 

Eternal life should be to us the most precious thing 
imaginable, and is it not proper that the most precious 
things should cost the most? In material things we would 
not consider it unreasonable to expect that a possession 
which could enrich and satisfy our soul would cost cor- 
respondingly. So when it comes to working for an eternal 
existence, let us show by our actions that we consider it 
well worth the effort. 

We shall find some day that no toil pays so well, no cost 
brings in so rich a return as that which is expended in 
bringing our whole soul under the Law of God and offer- 
ing our bodies a living sacrifice. 

No reward of iniquity can possibly bring any lasting 
peace to our souls. Our only safety is never to betray the 
high trust given us of God, to keep our hearts pure, to 
count nothing lost that is given to God, nothing gained 
that comes by sin. By so doing we shall automatically be 
laying up for ourselves a good foundation against the 
time to come, and when the day arrives to award the 
greatest of all prizes, eternal life, we shall be a winner 
instead of a loser. 





AT CLOSE OF DAY 


Father, we come to Thee this night, confessing 
The faults and follies of the passing day; 

O grant us, Lord, Thy pardon and Thy blessing, 
That our strength may be sufficient for the day. 


Father, we come, our souls in faith uplifting, 
And calmly lay aside each earthly care; 

We see Thy light above the shadows rifting, 
And soar to Thee on beams of hallowed prayer. 


We seem to hear above the world’s commotion 
Thy loving voice, responsive, low and sweet, 

And kneeling at Thy footstool in devotion, 
We bring our heart’s confession to Thy feet. 


We look to Thee, Thou Author of creation 

Who placed the world, this wondrous globe, in space; 
Who made the sun, the brilliant constellations, 

And gave the moon and stars their dwelling place. 


We look to Thee in wondering contemplation, 
Thy majesty on every hand we see; 
And in this hour of humble meditation, 
O pray Thy light, Thy love shine out in me. 
—C. B. L. 


Thoughts 


—< 





With this life we can build a bridge on which we can 
cross the great gulf to the Evergreen Shore. 


It is a good thing that Providence does knock us down 
once in a while, or we would never learn to look up. 


One sound that always comes to our ears is the steady 
drum-beat of duty. We hear no music in it at times; but 
if we keep in step with that drum-beat, it will lead us 
home. 


We fix our eyes upon the little field circumscribed by 
our days’ activities, and become so absorbed in our own 
life, so wrapped up in listening to the sound of our own 
hurrying wheels, that we are in danger of becoming as 
the priest and publican in Jesus’ Parable. We see our 
brother’s need, but, lest it inconvenience us, we pass by 
on the other side. 


Small vessels are easily filled. The person who boasts 
of small things shows that small things are great to him. 
We find the greatest men to be the humblest, the most 
ready to listen and learn. Often those with the greatest 
ability are not as proud as the less capable. The more one 
knows, the greater the insight into what he has yet to 
learn. 


Ina way, the strength of the enemy is a reliable meas- 
ure of one’s success. The more you amount to, the greater 
the hisses. Many a man has been hounded to success by 
his enemies. There is always enmity between the forces 
of right and wrong. It seems strange, but no human force 
comes into this world without its opposite. Every posi- 
tive has its negative. Be thou as pure as ice, as chaste as 
snow, yel there will be someone to whom your presence 
is offensive. In the chemistry of souls this repellency is 
most curious, but undeniable. 


Most of us could do more toward keeping the unity of 
the spirit in the bond of peace. Much of the animosity 
we meet with is but the outgrowth of our own miscon- 
duct. Not a little of the time, I fear, we stand in our own 
sunlight, consequently making our pathway black with 
ugly shadows cast by our own personality. The conscious- 
ness of wrongdoing makes us irritable; and our heart, in 
its cunning, quarrels with what is outside it, in order that 
it may deafen the clamor within. 
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Musings of the Editor 


W* LIVE in an age of scientific wonders, among which 
not the least are the modern wonder drugs. Medical 
science, however, is still confronted with many diseases of 
unknown and unnamed origin and for which no cure is as 
yet in sight. Sufferers of those puzzling ailments, with their 
loved ones and friends, would hail with unbounded joy the 
invention or discovery of a remedy sure and unfailing. And 
if—more than such a remedy—someone should proclaim the 
compounding or discovery of an elixer which would prolong 
life for a thousand years; not only the ail- 


Medicine, ing but those who enjoy more nearly perfect 
for Body health would exhaust every effort to obtain 

a sufficient portion. The young and the old, 
and Soul 


the athletic, the robust and the invalid, the 
rich and the poor, would compete with equal anxiety for a 
place among the pressing throngs. No distance would be too 
great to attempt to travel, no price would be too high to at- 
tempt its payment, no surrender would be too dear to con- 
sider, in return for a thousand years of happy mortal life. 

But—there is a medicine offered to mankind, a rare gum, 
as it were, taken from the Tree of Life, the prolonged chew- 
ing of which is fully guaranteed to insure life not only for 
a thousand years but for ten thousand ages multiplied in- 
definitely! Life without sickness, sorrow, or disappointment; 
life abundant, glorious, endless—at a price all can pay! The 
price is obedience to each divine command. 

But we are slower to respond to that advertisement. Few 
are pressing on in the way to purchase that inestimable boon. 

Strange how distorted our sense of values becomes concern- 
ing the most important affairs of our existence, the pursuit of 
endless life or eternal death! 





TO WHAT TIME DOES THE 11TH 
HOUR OF MATT. 20:6 REFER? 


ESUS spoke unto the multitude in a parable, saying: 

“The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a 
householder, which went out early in the morning to 
hire laborers into his vineyard.” 

In the days of Adam, the early hours of the day of sal- 
vation, He was calling laborers into His vineyard. Again 
in Noah’s time, the third hour of the day of salvation; 
also during the time of the Prophets; and again, in the 
days of Jesus and the Apostles, the Lord of the vineyard 
called into His service those who would till the ground 
and cause the fruits of the Spirit to grow. 

And now, down in the “eleventh hour,” in the closing 
hour of the day of salvation, or “the cool of the day,” 
when the shadows of the evening are being stretched out 
(Jer. 6: 4), He is still calling laborers into His vineyard, 
requiring the same careful tilling as before. 

The commonly accepted idea regarding this parable is 
that it refers to a man’s lifetime, which may be spent in 
iniquity and utter disregard of God or anything per- 
taining to a future life; yet, if he but call upon the Lord 
in the last hour, or even the last moment, of his life, the 
Almighty One will extend mercy, granting him pardon 
and an inheritance with those who have lived lives of 


uprightness. Often in support of this theory the mis- 
leading words of the hymn are quoted: 


“Betwixt the stirrup and the ground, 
He mercy sought, and pardon found.” 


This false doctrine has had a most pernicious effect 
upon humanity, causing evildoers to procrastinate and 
continue in the path of sin, waiting for a more “conven- 
ient season.” 

The Prophet Jeremiah warns explicitly (13:15, 16, 
23): “Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud; for the Lord 
hath spoken. Give glory to the Lord your God, before he 
cause darkness, and before your feet stumble upon the 
dark mountains, and, while ye look for light, he turn it 
into the shadow of death, and make it gross darkness... . 
Can the Ethiopian change his skin, or the leopard his 
spots? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to 
do evil.” 

Determined action, not simply good intentions, is nec- 
essary. Hence the fitness of the words of Jesus in Matt. 
7:21, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven.” 





THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM 
(Continued from page 4) 


open forever, no power in heaven or earth can shut it; 
and to whom He speaks the bitter verdict: “I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Matt. 7: 
23), the pearly gate shall be barred, and barred forever. 

Isaiah says further in regard to Eliakim: “And I will 
fasten him as a nail in a sure place; and he shall be for 
a glorious throne to his father’s house. And they shall 
hang upon him all the glory of his father’s house, the 
offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from 
the vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons” 
(Isa. 22:23, 24). The word “nail” is used metaphori- 
cally. Its definition from the Hebrew is “a prince upon 
whom the care of the whole state hangs.” That nail shall 
never fail. This Eliakim will be the “nail” fastened in a 
sure place. Once elevated to the kingship of the earth, 
Christ’s Kingdom shall abide for ever. But of the evil class: 

“In that day, saith the Lord of hosts, shall the nail 
that is fastened in the sure place be removed, and be cut 
down, and fall; and the burden that was upon it shall be 
cut off: for the Lord hath spoken it” (Isa. 22: 25). The 
nail now supporting man’s faulty social and political 
structures, and which seems to be so secure, shall be 
ruthlessly wrenched out. The promise is, “And in the 
days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a 
kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the king- 
dom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break 
in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall 
stand forever” (Dan. 2: 44). 

The final use of this key in our favor can be assured 
only by our own efforts at right living, by using the key 
of knowledge of Divine law to shut out from our lives all 
that is evil, and opening up to all that is pure and holy. 

Jesus, as the Judge, and not Peter, holds the key to 
eternal life. “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, 
behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen: and have the 
keys of hell [destruction] and of death” (Rev. 1:18). 
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Meditations 
Oh ie CW | 


“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened unto you. For every one that 
asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him 
that knocketh it shall be opened” (Luke 11: 9, 10). 


In these verses our Lord reveals the lovingkindness of 
our Heavenly Father. Far from being a revengeful and 
cruel despot, He is merciful and compassionate and is 
desirous that His children be provided with the best. But 
as we might expect, certain requirements must be met by 
His children before they can enjoy fully His benefits. At 
present we find ourselves full of limitations. As natural 
children, we lack wisdom and experience, and hence, are 
irresponsible. We have to be kept under control lest our 
mistakes entail us in serious consequences. We must 
grow; we must desire to be made like Him morally. 

“The heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing 
from a servant, though he be lord of all; but is under 
tutors and governors until the time appointed of the 
father” (Gal. 4:1). So are we. This is our period of 
training; not until we reach manhood in Christ and are 
given the reward of life eternal, shall we qualify to as- 
sume the full responsibility of the heirship and rulership 
in the new world. 

We may interpret Jesus’ words contained in our text 
to refer to the formula by which to acquire the knowledge 
of the way of salvation. Since the religious world is en- 
shrouded in every error and superstition, it does indeed 
take much seeking and asking before we understand fully 
the saving truth. The Wise Man expressed it most fit- 
tingly. To gain the true understanding one must apply 
his heart, he must cry or pray, and he must seek as for 
silver or hidden treasures (Prov. 2: 1—S) ; but it is ten- 
fold more necessary to free our lives from the human 
tendencies to do wrong. 

In our quest for eternal life we must learn the lesson 
of being persistent—and must never forget this lesson. 
We must ask and seek and knock, and keep on asking 
and seeking and knocking, over and over again. The Fa- 
ther is willing to reward us but He wants a demonstra- 
tion from us that we really desire His blessing and are in 
earnest. 

When we think or speak of persistence in spiritual 
things our minds immediately recall Jesus’ parable of the 
man, who, at midnight went to his friend and requested 
three loaves. Though the friend was comfortably settled 
in bed with his children, yet because of the man’s con- 
tinued and importunate and shameless knocking he rises 
to give him the three loaves, and more—anything to get 
rid of that persistent fellow, and go back to bed. 

This parable seems to suggest that God may delay His 
bounty and that importunity is needed if we are to obtain 
His aid. Looked at superficially it would seem that the all- 
comfortable and self-engrossed friend was unwilling to 
arise from bed and give the loaves that the persistent 
knocker at the door was requesting. But the lesson is, 


rather, this: If the continued knocking can overcome the 
surliness of a well-bedded friend, what will it accomplish 
when the Friend is the ali-compassionate, sleepless Lord? 

This is one of the “how much more” arguments of 
Jesus. If your friend, snugly settled for the night, and 
unwilling to go out in the cold night, and annoyed at 
being disturbed, will at length yield to your importunate 
knocking, “how much more shall your Father which is 
in heaven”! For that reason we are bidden to ask and go 
on asking, to knock and keep on knocking, and the holy 
desires of our hearts shall be satisfied. 

Jesus taught a similar lesson by the parable about a 
judge who feared not God, nor regarded man, and a 
widow who troubled him (Luke 18:1—8). The poor 
widow’s continued troubling the judge caused him to 
avenge her of her adversary. “And shall not God avenge 
his own elect, which cry day and night unto him?” 

As that widow had an adversary who had done her 
much evil, so every member of God’s elect, or church, 
has an adversary who causes incalculable harm. That 
universal enemy of God’s elect is sin, It is their greatest 
enemy. Against this adversary only do they seek venge- 
ance. By this parable Jesus identifies His elect. Like 
the poor widow in that city, they cry for vengeance upon 
their enemy, sin; they want to be rid of it and no longer 
be oppressed and downtrodden or made desolate by it. 

We are not to petition a request against a besetting 
sin for a time and then despair and let it have its own 
way with us. We are to ask for help continually. “And he 
spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint” (Luke 18:1). We are 
to pray, or ask, and knock and seek—not once, not twice, 
not a thousand times, but “always.” Therein lies the se- 
cret of success. A continual request for help makes us 
stronger. No man prayed to the Father more often and 
earnestly than Jesus. And our founder, the late Rev. 
L. T. Nichols, often said, One should not let an hour pass 
without a petition to the Throne. 

In our impatience, our greediness for present delights, 
our unwillingness to wait for those joys which time and 
discipline alone can give, we may often wonder why God 
does not answer. Why the delay? Why does He not an- 
swer after the first knock? The reason is that He is pre- 
paring an answer. Some things cannot be given us like 
coins or manufactured goods. They have to be grown. 
We ask for a fruit of the Spirit. The Lord answers im- 
mediately by planting a seed. Our request may seem un- 
answered, but the plan begins to work in our life toward 
consummation at our first knock. The rapidity with 
which that fruit develops to maturity depends upon our 
reaction to the elements that make the fruits of the Spirit 
grow. 

We ask for joy, and He begins to grant us our request 
by purifying and refining us by means of trials. We ask 
for patience, and He sends tribulation which “worketh 
patience.” We ask for perfect peace. It does not come 
at the first asking, but God prepares us for it. In order 
to give peace He may have to give us pain. 

In conclusion: It is very evident that if we desire to 
overcome our besetments, and our desire is intense, and 
we persist in the task, we shall most certainly succeed. 
God will send help when we call, for it is His pleasure 
that we may be prepared and adorned with the beauty of 
holiness as was Jesus. 





Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies will be sent to Biblical 
questions to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. THE MEGIpDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


You refer to God as if He were a person. Christian Science 
teaches me that God is simply good influence which is om- 


nipresent, a power that is everywhere moving men to do 
good. Which is Bible? 


Hebrews 1: 1—3 is very explicit: Christ is in the ex- 
press image of His Father’s person. Numerous Bible 
statements show God to be a real, living organism with 
body, form and shape. He hears, and hence must have 
ears (Jer. 8:6); He sees, and therefore has eyes (Jer. 
32:18, 19) ; He possesses a brain, the organ of thought 
(Jer. 29: 11) ; He has a voice and bodily shape (John 5: 
37). He has a face, for the faithful entertain the promise 
of seeing Him face to face (Ps. 27:8; Matt. 5:8). 


Please explain Psalm 139: 21, 22. Is it right to hate anyone? 


Hatred as a human emotion is condemned (I John 3: 
15). Note here, he that “hates his brother is a murderer.” 
That “perfect hatred” was a divine emotion—a loathing 
of wickedness—and the wicked. There are numerous 
texts teaching the godly hatred of wickedness, “evil,” 
“vain thoughts”; the “work of them that turn aside”; 
“every false way”; (Ps. 45:7; 97:10; 101:3; 119: 104, 
113); and the seven abominations that the Lord hates 
(Prov. 6: 16—19) proving there is ‘‘a time to love, and 
a time to hate” (Eccl. 3:8). 


Who is Michael spoken of in Daniel 10: 13, 16, 19? 


The name, Michael, means “One like God,” and refers 
to the angel who appeared to Daniel and imparted to him 
a vision of the “far future.” In Moffatt’s Translation of 
the incident, v. 13 is parenthetical, intercepting the an- 
gel’s message to Daniel (vs. 12, 14), “He said to me, ‘Fear 
not, Daniel, for ever since you applied yourself to brood- 
ing on the future and to fasting humbly before your God, 
your prayers have been heard, and for the sake of your 
prayers I am here. (The guardian angel of the realm of 
Persia thwarted me for twenty-one days, but Michael 
one of the archangels came to my aid, and I have left him 
to deal single-handed with the guardian angel of the 
Persian kings.) Now I am here to let you know what is 
to befall your people at the end of the ages; for the vision 
relates to the far future.’ ” 

In other cases, as Dan. 12: 1, Michael refers to Christ, 
as other definitions indicate: ‘Chief One, Messiah.” 


In what sense are angels ministering spirits, since we do 
not even see them? 


We are told that angels are ministering spirits for 
them who shall be heirs of salvation (Heb. 1:14). Al- 
though there is no visible manifestation of angels in this 
day as in olden times, yet there is no indication in the 
Bible that angelic visitation was ever to cease. On the con- 
trary we find the direct promise that angels were sent to 
encamp round about those that fear God, to deliver them 
out of their troubles (Ps. 34:7). 

Angels are arranging circumstances that God’s people 
may work out their salvation. They protect in times of 
danger and provide a way of deliverance in trouble until 
the individual has had time and opportunity to perfect 
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his or her character. The Apostle Paul promised that 
“godliness is profitable unto all things, having promise of 
the life that now is, and of that which is to come” (I Tim. 
4:8). It is here that angels play a vital role: being guard- 
ians of all who are earnestly endeavoring to follow the 
path of rectitude and merit God’s approval. 


Please tell me if Paul and Matthias are the same person. 
Acts 1: 15—22. Is there a succession of Apostles or not? 


Paul and Matthias were not the same person. Matthias 
was chosen by the Eleven to succeed Judas, but they had 
no such command and acted on Peter’s impulse. Jesus 
commanded them to tarry at Jerusalem until they should 
be endued with power from on high, which occurred on 
the day of Pentecost (Luke 24: 49). Matthias was chosen 
by lot before the day of Pentecost. Jesus, however, chose 
Paul to complete the Twelve. See Acts 26: 183—18. Paul 
testified of his apostleship in verse 1 of Romans, First 
Corinthians, and Colossians. Matthias was never men- 
tioned again. 

Paul completed the number and was the last apostle 
(I Cor. 4:9, margin). It was a sealed and finished num- 
ber. See Rev. 21: 14. 


Please tell how one can be cast into outer darkness and 
fire. How can fire be dark? 


Good logic indeed! and ruinous to the doctrine of hell 
re. 

Literal fire cannot be dark. Figurative fire, however, 
is the blackest of all darkness. It is the judgments of God 
upon all evildoers which culminates in oblivion, eternal 
death, the grave, forever. 

Jesus uses “outer darkness” and “fire” interchange- 
ably, as the fate of those who do not qualify for the King- 
dom. (Read Matt. 22: 1—13; 13: 37—43.) The two terms 
are synonymous. Fire as used in this sense is, according 
to the definition, ‘‘a symbol of destruction, so that to be 
destroyed by war is said to be destroyed by fire; figur- 
atively used of the judgments of God.” 

The doctrine of eternal torment in hell fire is a relic 
of barbarism and deserves no place in Christian belief. 
A God of mercy (Ps. 89:14) will never torture the dis- 
obedient in everlasting flames for what evil they may 
commit during a brief life of threescore years and ten. 


What is the meaning of Megiddo? 


Megiddo was and is a town in Palestine, located at a 
strategic point, demanding heavy fortification; for Pales- 
tine is the age-old gateway between East and West, and 
the avenue connecting North and South. Always, suprem- 
acy there has been the envy of the world, and the pre- 
vailing nation has guarded it with a jealous eye. The 
famous pass at Megiddo through a solid mountain range 
is the one means by which this avenue between continents 
may be traversed. 

Thus, as the definition in the Hebrew Lexicon indicates, 
Megiddo has always been “a place of troops,” or, as 
Young translates it in his Analytical Concordance, “place 
of God.” 

In spiritual parallel, God is in this place with a band 
of troops. Soldiers are equipped for spiritual warfare 
against the forces of evil without and within. “We wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 
this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places” 
(Eph. 6:12). 
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THE HUMAN BODY 


“I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” 
Psalm 139: 14. 


We think of the marvels, the wonders, of the universe and the 
marvels of the animal kingdom, the mineral kingdom, the vegetable 
kingdom, the bird world, and the astronomical realms. We think 
of the marvels of the mechanical world that arouse our interests, 
that annihilate distances, make ice in the tropics, grow oranges in 
the snow and make art to rejoice and science to exult. 

Greater than any of these is the human body. Wonderful the 
framework, with over 200 bones in its anatomy, more durable than 
steel, with every joint tightly enclosed, moving in a constant bath 
of oil and producing its own oil. Wonderful the body’s running 
gear—the muscles—with its system of co-ordinate contractions 
among different groups of muscles. Wonderful the breather system 
starting at the nose, with the thermostatic control—the lungs and 
skin. Throughout every portion of the skin are found millions of 
tiny glands. 

A most marvelous fact is that its life is not a single thing. The 
body is made up of an immense number of individual units, micro- 
scopic in size, each having a structure of its own, a function of its 
own, a life of its own. So small and so numerous are they that in 
a drop of blood as large as a small pin head, there are five million 
of them. 

Is there any pump as efficient as the human heart, which, when 
properly cared for, stays on the job, miraculously efficient in spite 
of the punishment it takes, making 4,320 strokes and pumping 15 
gallons of blood an hour? In one year the heart beats 40,000,000 
times. In the human blood stream there are 100,000 miles of blood 
vessels through which the blood flows regularly. 

Is any telegraphic mechanism equal to our nervous system? Is 
any radio so wonderful as the voice and the ear? Is any camera as 
perfect as the eye? Is any ventilating plant as wonderful as the 
nose, lungs and skin? Can any electrical switchboard compare with 
the brain? Is any Atlantic cable as worthy of wonders as the spinal 
cord? 

God’s masterpiece! 

—Selected 








